BARAGA VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING October 11, 2022
Meeting called to order at 5:45 P.M.

President W. Dompier opened the meeting.

Present at Roll Call: Jeannine Mayo, Antonio Cerroni, Sandy Johnson, Scott Koski and
Wendell Dompier

Absent: Paul Stark and Anthony Mayo

Also Present: LeAnn LeClaire, Village Manager
Diane Mayo, Village Clerk
Michael Grentz, Anderson, Tackman & Company, PLC
Joshua Harju, UPEA Engineers & Architects
Roy Kemppainen, Baraga County EDC

Motion made by J. Mayo seconded by A. Cerroni to approve the minutes of the Regular Council
Meeting on September 12, 2022.

Ayes: All

Nays: None

Absent: P. Stark and A. Mayo

Motion carried.

Public Comment: None

Roy Kemppainen, Director of the Baraga County EDC, was present to explain the purpose of the
BCEDC and also the need for funding. The BCEDC contracts with the Lake Superior
Community Partnership for marketing, administrative and economic development services.
They have been busy helping local businesses get grants and with assistance in other financial
and regulatory matters. It is a private-public partnership which is funded by both governmental
and private sector donors. They also pursue grant funding when appropriate. Mr. Kemppainen
requested that the Village of Baraga keep them in mind for a donation when working on the
annual Village budget.

Joshua Harju, UPEA Engineers & Architects, was present to discuss the awarding of a MDOT
Category B Grant for 2023 to the Village of Baraga. The grant was for $215,992.00 with a
match of $215,993.00 from the Village of Baraga. Over 200 applications were reviewed by
MDOT and thirteen of those applications were approved. The Village of Baraga was the only
municipality to receive a grant in the Upper Peninsula.

Motion made by S. Johnson seconded by S. Koski to approve payment of $35,000.00 to UPEA
Engineers & Architects for engineering services for the MDOT Category B Project.

Ayes: All

Nays: None

Absent: P. Stark and A. Mayo

Motion Approved



Michael Grentz, Auditor for Anderson, Tackman & Company, PLC, was present to discuss the
audit. The net position for the Village as a whole increased by $1,717,860.00 as a result of this
year’s operations. Net position of the governmental activities increased by $89,715.00, or 5
percent, and net position of the business-type activities increased by $1,628,145.00, or 13
percent. During the year, the Village had expenses for governmental activities that were
$1,130,967.00 and revenues and transfers totaling $1,220,682.00. During the year, the Village
had expenses for business-type activities that were $3,515,864.00 and revenues and transfers
totaling $5,144.09. The General Fund reported a fund balance of $380,469.00. The net decrease
in fund balance of $51,833.00 was $17,217.00 less that the forecasted decrease of $69,050.00.

The Police Report was reviewed. Nineteen complaints were received in the month of September.
No arrests were made. Three hundred eighty-five property checks were completed. A fall
qualifications shoot was held at the Ottawa Sportsmen’s Club on September 22, 2022.

L. LeClaire, Village Manager, gave the Manager Report. Bids will be opened on October 18,
2022 for MDARD Grant for the lagoons. Three electric poles will be replaced this fall. The bids
for the Walking Trail came in 30% higher than anticipated. A request was made to MDOT for
an additional $350,000.00 and a response is expected at the end of the week. If it is not
favorable, the current bids will have to be denied and the Village will try to re-bid the project.

The DPW Report was given by L. LeClaire, Village Manager. Side walk work for the year has
been completed. Work was done on a portion on Superior Avenue and a portion on Main Street.
Crack sealing and new lines will be painted next spring. Fire hydrants were flushed and mowing
was done. Winter sand was hauled to the Village building. The Kid’s Park was winterized.

The Trick or Treat hours for October 31 were set for 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM.

Motion made by S. Johnson seconded by A. Cerroni to donate $1,000.00 to the Baraga Fire
Department for services rendered for the Kids Christmas Party.

Ayes; All

Nays: None

Absent: P. Stark and A. Mayo

Motion carried.

The November Council Meeting will be held on November 7, 2022 at 5:45 P.M. in the council
chambers.

Tentative date for union negotiations for the contract expiring on February 28, 2023 is on
December 13, 2022 at the regular council meeting.

Motion made by J. Mayo seconded by A. Cerroni to pay the bills when the monies become
available.
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Ayes: All

Nays: None

Absent: P. Stark and A. Mayo
Motion Carried.

Motion made by S. Johnson seconded by S. Koski to adjourn.
Ayes: All

Nays: None

Absent: P. Stark and A. Mayo

Motion Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 6:53 P.M.

Submitted by Diane Mayo, Village Clerk



