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Introduction

The residents of the Village of Baraga are fortunate to live in a region blessed with
outstanding outdoor recreation opportunities. Residents can and do participate in a
variety of outdoor recreational pursuits in all seasons, including sport fishing, hunting,
boating, kayaking, hiking and skiing. As a small waterfront community, the Village of
Baraga has worked to improve access to the waterfront and is continuing to enhance
that with lakefront land acquisition, a walking trail, shore fishing opportunities, and
boating facilities, while also providing facilities for youth sports.

The Village of Baraga Community Parks and Recreation Plan describes the community,
inventories existing recreation facilities, and provides a five-year action program for
future recreational development. This Recreation Plan was adopted by the Village
Council on February 25, 2015.

Regional Context

The Village of Baraga is located in central Baraga County, in the western Upper
Peninsula of Michigan. The village’s eastern boundary is formed by L’Anse Bay, part of
Keweenaw Bay, Lake Superior. This striking

waterfront setting is an important part of the

community’s identity. Views of the lake and the

surrounding hills can be seen throughout the

village.

The Village of Baraga was founded on a site
once occupied by an Indian Community, and
the Village is part of the L'Anse Indian
Reservation. In the seventeenth century, the
first white men came to the area as French
missionaries, voyageurs and traders following
the south shore of Lake Superior westward
from Sault Ste. Marie, The early 1800's
witnessed extensive area involvement in the fur
trade. Father Frederick Baraga established a
Roman Catholic Mission at Assinins in 1843.
Both the Village and the County took Father Baraga's name.

The Village of Baraga was incorporated in 1891. Lumbering, fishing, mining and
agriculture attracted a variety of immigrants to the area and population peaked in the
early part of the century. In recent years, the economy of the area has shifted towards
manufacturing, tourism, casino gaming, and government services.
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The Village is situated and parallel to US Highway 41. Michigan Highway M-38 runs
east-west through the Village to its junction with US Highway 41 near the waterfront.

Average snowfall in the Baraga area exceeds 200 inches annually. The coldest months
are January and February, when the average temperature is 12°F. The hottest month is
July, with an average temperature of 65°F. The Village’s temperatures are moderated
by Lake Superior, resulting in warmer winters and cooler summers. factor in the amount
of precipitation the Village receives annually.

Population Characteristics

According to the US Census, the 2020 population of the Village of Baraga was 1,883
persons. Population characteristics for the Village are somewhat skewed due to the
location of the Baraga Prison, which currently has about 800 inmates. Prison
population data was added to the US Census in 2010 which makes analysis of
population trends difficult. Gender, race, age, income, and educational characteristics
may not reflect the actual Village population.

Like most Upper Peninsula communities, the Village likely lost population due to out-
migration, the lack of job opportunities, an aging population, and shrinking household
sizes.

Existing Land Use

The Village of Baraga contains a variety of land uses that include residential,
commercial, industrial and vacant properties. Existing land use in the Village of Baraga
is described as follows:

The U.S. Highway 41 corridor is characterized by a mix of older and newer commercial
development, a lodging establishment, service-oriented businesses, the KBIC tribal
planning office and residential land use. The Village Water Treatment Plant is located
on the waterfront on US 41, as is the Baraga County Historical Museum and the village
marina and park.

The US 41 corridor north of the M-38 intersection is residential land use, the post office,
cemetery, Michigan DNR office, and an industrial park.

The M-38 corridor includes single family residential, multi-family residential, tribal
properties, lodging, and the Ojibway Casino.

The downtown district is located along Superior Street, and parallels US 41 to the west.
Some residential units are located above commercial space in downtown buildings. The
downtown includes a number of vacant lots suitable for new infill construction of mixed
use retail, office and residential buildings.
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Industrial land uses are located primarily to the north and southeast of the residential
areas of the Village. Several residential neighborhoods of varying density surround the
central core of the Village.

Administrative Structure

In the Village, park and recreation facilities are managed primarily by the village
manager with oversight by the council’s three-member Recreation Committee, which
makes recommendations on major initiatives to the full council for approval. An
organization chart is shown below. The Village supports and maintains recreation
facilities through annual General Fund appropriations. In 2021, the Village budgeted
approximately $95,000 for maintenance and operations of recreation facilities.
Maintenance functions are carried out by Village employees.

Baraga Village
Council

Public Input Recreation
Committee

Village Manager
andVillage
Employees

Park Operations

and Maintenance

Recreation Plan
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Description of the Planning Process

The development of the Village of Baraga Community Parks and Recreation Plan
involved residents, Village Council members, the Recreation Committee, a Recreation
Focus Group, and the Village Manager.

Considerable input was gathered while developing a Master Plan for the Village in 2018,
including a community survey and visioning exercises. To summarize, most residents
suggested the Village take better advantage of its waterfront setting by acquiring
available land, creating a walking trail, and developing more park facilities on
Keweenaw Bay.

The Village Recreation Committee met and reviewed the Master Plan and previous
Recreation Plan and concurred with the direction of previous plans and projects.

A Recreation Focus Group was also convened, which included the Village Recreation
Committee, persons representing sport fishing, ORYV trails, a tribal member, and Village
businesses, as well as two representatives of the Michigan DNR/Baraga State Park.
This group also reviewed previous recreation planning efforts and concurred with the
direction of the Village.

A Recreation Plan Open House for the purpose of soliciting public involvement was held
on August 16, 2021. This event was publicized by a published public notice and posting
on the Village website. Eleven (11) persons attended the Open House, and had
informal discussions about current and future recreation projects with the Village Staff,
Recreation Committee members, and consultant. Ideas included having kite flying area
in the new park, using native plants for landscaping to create a butterfly sanctuary,
creating wildlife and bird viewing areas, especially for trumpeter swans, and creating a
community wayfinding system to direct visitors to historical and recreation sites.

Following the preparation of a draft Recreation Plan, a notice was published in the
L’Anse Sentinel on September 1, 2021, and started the 30-day public comment period.
The notice indicated the Recreation Plan was available for viewing on the Village
website and at the Village office. The same advertisement advised citizens where to
obtain a copy of the draft recreation plan, as well as provide notice of the Public Hearing
scheduled for October 12, 2021.

The Public Hearing was held by the Baraga Village Council on the recreation plan was
held October 12, 2021, to receive any public comments or concerns on the draft plan.
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Village of Baraga Recreation Inventory

This section of the Parks & Recreation Plan identifies Village-owned and operated
facilities identified on the map below:
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Baraga Marina and Boat Launch

The Baraga Marina has facilities for mooring approximately 28 recreational boats, and a
boat launching ramp with courtesy dock. Slips are provided with water, electricity, and
pump-out services. Fuel is available. The marina has a boater comfort station with
ADA compliant restrooms and showers. Portions of the marina docks are not ADA
compliant.
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Boardwalk and Fishing Pier

Adjacent to the Village Marina is a Boardwalk and Fishing Pier providing views of the
Bay and a shore fishing opportunity.

Baraga Municipal Recreation Building Complex

This facility provides indoor ice for public skating hockey on a regulation-size hockey
rink. The facility also has changing rooms, concession rooms, and a Zamboni service
room. The facility is ADA compliant.

Recreation Plan Page 10
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Waterfront Trail

The Village has partnered with the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC) to
construct a walking and biking pathway from Sand Point north of the Village to the
Baraga State Park. It is part of an overall plan to connect Sand Point to Zeba on the
L’Anse side of Keweenaw Bay. Phase 1 was recently constructed by the KBIC and
connects Sand Point to the Marina, and runs through the recently acquired Baraga
Waterfront Park. Phase 2 is being developed by the Village and funding is in place for
construction. The Village maintains the Phase 1 segment.

Baraga’s Children’s Park

The fenced playground and park has swings, teeter totters, slides, picnic tables,
benches, swinging benches, and a rest room. ADA compliant restroom.

Recreation Plan hm_
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Baraga Waterfront Park

The six (6) acre “Jacobson Property” on the Bay was recently acquired, and the Village
has been improving it with grading in anticipation of further development. The Village
has applied for funding to acquire an adjacent 1.7-acre parcel. The Waterfront Trail
crosses the property. The Village intends to prepare a Master Plan for the site to guide
future development. Possible improvements include a pavilion, restrooms, kayak
launch, permanent cornhole, pickleball, and ping pong courts, volleyball court, a
horseshoe court, boardwalks, playground equipment, kite flying area, and disc golf.

Historical Society Waterfront Park

The Village owns a small parcel of land on U.S. 41 that is the site of the Baraga County
Historical Society museum and a small waterfront park. The historical society wishes to
make future improvements to the waterfront park including picnic tables and sitting
benches, a walking path accessible to people of all abilities (Universal Accessibility),
and small pedestrian bridges. Not ADA Compliant. A farmer’s market is held on a
weekly basis on the site.
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Marilyn Ross Memorial Court

The Village DDA provided funds to construct a basketball court, including concrete
surface, goals, lighting, and fencing, in honor of Marilyn Ross who served on the DDA
for more than 20 years.

Regional Recreation Facilities

Baraga State Park

The Baraga State Park is located on the southern boundary of the Village. The park is a
huge community asset and attracts thousands of visitors each year. The park features a
short hiking trail, a playground, toilets, a horseshoe court, a sanitation station for
campers, and pedestrian access to Keweenaw Bay.

Baraga State Park is part of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR),
Parks & Recreation Division (PRD) and one of 103 throughout the state. There is a
strong heritage of conservation, historic preservation, education, and outdoor recreation
for the public. PRD is also a member of the Michigan Recreation and Parks
Association. Baraga State Park is proud to be the oldest state park in the contiguous
Upper Peninsula. The park has been attracting campers and tourists since 1921. For
100 years, the park has undergone many changes while still retaining the same
mission, importance and value within Baraga Township and Baraga County. The park
also has significant value regionally.

Baraga State Park, set along Lake Superior's scenic Keweenaw Bay, is popular for
hiking, kayaking, camping and ORV-friendly recreation. Baraga State Park is a modern
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campground with 95 sites situated on 58 acres. The park includes 20-30-50 amp
electrical services, full hook-up sites, pull through sites, mini-cabin and modern
restroom facilities.

The park is one of just a few state parks that allow the operation of an ORV between the
campground and nearby ORYV trails. The park connects to Twin Lakes and Bewabic
State Parks and Bond Falls Scenic Site via several motorized routes.

Baraga State Park is a very family friendly park along with a destination for residents for
programs and events, working vacations and as a base camp for visiting many local and
Western Upper Peninsula attractions.

Trails

Recreational trails have become an increasingly popular amenity for communities.
When asked, residents frequently cite non-motorized trails as the most important
recreation facility a community can offer. People today want safe trails for walking and
biking in order to gain the health benefits of those activities. In addition, more people
are choosing to walk or bike as a means of transportation instead of using a car.

Snowmobile and ATVs are very popular in the Baraga County area as well.
Motorized Trails
Village of Baraga Residents currently have access to recreational trails for
snowmobiles and ATVs. Trails 14 and 15 provide access to a vast network of

snowmobile trails in Baraga county as well as connecting north to the Keweenaw
Peninsula, east to the Marquette area and south to the Iron County area.

Baraga County Motorized Trails
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Non-Motorized Trails

It has long been a dream of the

Village of Baraga to develop a non-

motorized trail along the waterfront

in the Village. In recent years, the

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community

began the process of developing a

trail that would include a segment

through the Village of Baraga. The

KBIC received a grant from the

Michigan Economic Development

Corporation to perform a feasibility

study to be used for planning and Waterfront Trail Plan
design of a non-motorized pathway

connecting the community of Zeba

with the Sand Point Recreation Area, via the villages of L’Anse and Baraga.

Many factors were considered during this evaluation process including:
stakeholder input and desires, applicable local/state/federal agency input,
permitting considerations, environmental and historical impacts, scenery, soils,
terrain and general constructability, construction costs, property acquisition
needs, potential economic impacts, access to existing infrastructure and points of
interest, and numerous other considerations.

Tourists seek access to the outdoors and the natural environment as a primary
reason for visiting the area. A trail linking these areas would provide a way for
tourists to enjoy their natural surroundings and provide additional incentive to
remain in the L’Anse/Baraga area, further advancing the area’s appeal as a
“destination” for travelers.

Phase 1 of this project was constructed in 2018 and begins at Sand Point and
terminates at the Village Marina. Funding for Phase 2 has been approved and
the Village is awaiting approval of a final permit for a small portion of the trail.
This segment will connect Baraga State Park to the Baraga Marina through the
Village of Baraga. This section would be another easily constructed section
features flat grades for ease of use and views of Keweenaw Bay along its 1.23-
mile length and also provide trail users the opportunity to access the Village of
Baraga’s downtown area. The north end of the section would tie into planned
future development that includes a waterfront park near the existing marina and
boat launch. The trail will cross US 41 at 3" Street.
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Outdoor Recreation Sites and Facilities

Village of Baraga residents have close-by access to a wide variety of outdoor recreation
activities and facilities. Listed below are a few of the outstanding regional sites and
facilities within close proximity to the Village of Baraga.

Lake Superior, Keweenaw Bay and Huron Bay
Inland Lakes and Rivers

Ojibwa Recreation Area Campground and Marina
Sturgeon River Gorge Wilderness Area

Falls River in L’Anse

Lower Silver Falls

Huron River Mouth and State Forest Campground
Craig Lake State Park

Canyon River Falls

Poiint Abbaye Park

Silver Mountain Trails

Arvon Mountain

Pinery Lakes Ski Trails, L’Anse

Numerous Historical Sites

Goals and Objectives

1. Expand recreational opportunities for residents and visitors in a manner that makes
the Village more livable and that visitors find attractive.

2. Make the Village more livable for residents by providing more close-by recreational
opportunities, especially along the Village’s underutilized waterfront.

3. Promote more healthy activities for Village residents, such as more walking trails and
biking paths.

Ideas and comments expressed by Village residents support the following objectives:
e Continue to develop the boardwalks and walking trail along the bay

e Acquire the additional land adjacent to the new waterfront park site, prepare a
master plan for the site, and implement a variety of improvements

e Improve the trail connection between the village and the state park
e Improve the marina as funding becomes available

e Create multi-use trails for walking in summer, snowmobiling in winter
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e Multi-use trails joining other communities
e |ce rink improvements

e Consider developing wildlife and bird viewing opportunities, especially trumpeter
swans and other waterfowl! that inhabit the Bay

e Create appropriate landscaping in the new waterfront park that features native
plants for a butterfly sanctuary

e Develop a community wayfinding/kiosk system that directs visitors to natural,
historical, and recreation sites, and provides information about the community

Action Plan

The following table identifies priority projects and possible timeframes for improving

recreational opportunities in the Village of Baraga in the next 5 years.

Year Project Funding
2021-22 Waterfront trail Village/DNR-
Construction MNRTF
2021-22 Waterfront Park Village/DNR-
Land Acquisition MNRTF
2022 Waterfront Park Village, and
Master Plan possibly Portage
Health Foundation
(PHF)
2023-24 Waterfront Park Village/DNR-
Improvements MNRTF/PHF
Phase 1
2025-26 Marina Upgrades Village/DNR
Waterways
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Baraga Recreation Plan Focus Group Meeting
August 3, 2021

Present:

Focus Group

Gary Lubinski, Owner Baraga Lakeside Inn

Joe Kayramo, Owner Homestead Graphics, DDA Member

Nick Lozier, Owner Bay Auto Parts

Dan Dowdy, Manager Baraga State Park

Doug Rich, Western UP District Supervisor for DNR Parks & Recreation
Paul Mayo, Retired Council Member

Village Recreation Committee
Scott Koski

Tony Cerroni

Wendell Dompier

Informal discussion was held on recreation facilities and needs for the Village of Baraga. The
following topics were discussed:

e Baraga County Trail Authority and ATV trails and access

e Butterfly Plantings and native plant landscaping

e Kite flying area

e Promote Trumpeter Swan viewing in L’Anse Bay

e Kiosk Informational Boards

e Development of the new Waterfront Park with pavilion, restrooms, shuffle board,

Cornhole games and pickleball courts



Public Open House Meeting

Baraga Recreation Plan
August 16, 2021

Approximately 15 persons attended the Open House meeting. Comments received included
the following:

The Recreation Plan looks good!
Looking forward to completion of the new waterfront trail
Need more ATV trails

Keep moving forward with the development of the new waterfront park...the bay is our
greatest asset!

Develop more activities and facilities for young people at the new park like pickleball and
cornhole
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